
  

Parent & Student Handbook 

Licensed educators. Higher standards. Loving individuals. 
We. Are. Family. 
We. Are. MCA. 

“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” 
--Proverbs 22:6 KJV 

INNOVATIVE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IN A 
LOVING AND CARING ENVIRONMENT 

Elevate the level of expectations and students will rise. 

Michiana Christian Academy (MCA) offers rigorous 
academics emphasizing critical thinking, as well as spiritual 

development and focusing on Christ’s love and example. 

Michiana Christian Academy * 2730 S. Ironwood Dr., South Bend, IN 46614 * (574) 288-0234 

MCA is part of the Education Ministry of Deer Run Church 
of Christ.  We are located in a beautiful setting on a hill in 

South Bend, Indiana.  We are called, “A City on a Hill”.  
“You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hidden…”  Matthew 5:14-16 

Visit us at GoMCA.org 
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    OUR ACADEMY 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 
Michiana Christian Academy emphasizes a teaching philosophy that cultivates 
critical thinking and a love for others and self while encouraging an authentic and 
committed relationship with Jesus Christ. MCA offers an innovative education in a 
loving and structured environment. We are dedicated to serving the whole child – 
academically, spiritually, socially, and physically – while partnering with parents 
and guardians. 
 
VISION 
Michiana Christian Academy provides 21st century learning in a Christian 
environment and our goal is to be the best educational option in the Michiana 
area, spiritually and academically. 
 
ACCREDITATION 

  
MCA is accredited by the State of Indiana Board of 
Education 
 

 Committed to educational excellence 
 Licensed teachers 
 Rigorous academics 
 Biblical application 
 Respectful environment 
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OUR STORY 
 
40+ Years of Academic Excellence with Spiritual Development 
Michiana Christian Academy (formerly Michiana Christian School) was founded in 
1976 in South Bend, Indiana as a ministry of area Churches of Christ/Christian 
Churches desired to provide a Christ-centered education for young individuals in 
the community. MCA continues today primarily as a mission of the Deer Run 
Church of Christ (DRCC), a loving and dedicated church family, whose members 
are staunch supporters of MCA. 
 
David Honeycutt is the longstanding lead minister at DRCC and is a pleasant 
presence at MCA. He is loved by MCA staff, students and families. He supports 
MCA by sharing encouraging words during our weekly chapel programs and he 
can also be seen also engaging with us in the halls at any time during the day.  The 
students call him Preacher Dave.  He is joined by a dedicated staff who are 
beautiful representatives of Christ’s love. DRCC extends to all a warm invitation to 
visit the church for worship service on Sunday mornings. 
 
 
MISSION  
Michiana Christian Academy (Michiana Christian School, Inc.) is a mission of 
Deer Run Church of Christ of South Bend, IN, offering grades K-8. MCA is an 
innovative, forward-thinking school that focuses on critical thinking and academic 
excellence as well as spiritual development. 
 
MCA respects all races, ethnic origins, denominations, and gender; recognizes the 
importance of equal rights for all people. Leaders, employees, and volunteers 
understand our emphasis in representing a loving, Christian identity and 
environment. 
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FAITH 
 

CORE VALUES 
 Encouraging and challenging all students to learn through an academically strong 

program. 
 Guidance towards positive social interaction and relationships. 
 Appropriate biblical integration in all subject areas. 
 A structured environment where discipline is motivated by love. 

 
STATEMENT OF FAITH 

MCA Board, administration and staff believe the Bible is the infallible Word of God, accepting 
and embracing Christ’s unconditional and sacrificial love as defined in John 3:16 (“For God so 
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten son, that whosoever believeth in Him, should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.”—KJV version) Our Father’s guidance is present through 
His word and we, as a collective body, aspire to reflect His love in a way that glorifies Him. 
 
These beliefs are established by Deer Run Church of Christ: 
 
Loving God. Loving People. 
 
We believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God, without error, and is the standard and 
authority for faith and practice for all generation (2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:21). 
 
There is one God, eternally existent in three persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
We believe in the absolute Deity of Jesus Christ (Colossians 2:7; John 1:1-2), 
Virgin birth (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23; Luke 1:30, 34), 
Substitutionary death (Isaiah 53:6; 1 Peter 3:18), 
Physical resurrection of our Lord and Savior (1 Corinthians 15:3-4), 
A literal return of Jesus Christ (John 14:3). 
 
We believe a person’s conversion is a process of many essential elements: 
Hearing the Word of God brings us to faith. (Romans 10:17) 
 
Believing that Jesus is the Christ will result from meaning. To believe that Jesus exists is the 
foundation to everything else we do and say. (John 3:16) 
 
Repenting, because we must realize that we are on the wrong path, and faith opens up the eyes 
of the spiritually blind. (Luke 13:3) 
Confessing that Jesus Christ is Lord. (Matthew 10:32) 
Baptism – being immersed for the forgiveness of sins. (Acts 2:36, Mark 16:16) 
Living a new life. (James 1:12; Ephesians 4:17-32) 
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ADMISSION & ENROLLMENT 

MCA’s admission policy is non-discriminatory, respecting all races, ethnic origins, 
denominations, and gender; recognizes the importance of equal rights for all people. Leaders, 
employees, and volunteers understand our emphasis in representing a loving, Christian identity 
and environment. 
 

ENROLLMENT 
Applications are accepted throughout the school year and enrollment is based on availability. 
Parents and guardians may pick up an application at the school office or receive information 
and available forms online (GoMCA.org). 
 
Academic Readiness 
All prospective students must show readiness for grade level chosen on school application.  
Past performance will be reviewed through report cards formal progress reports and teacher 
evaluations from prior schools attended by prospective student. 
 
Required Forms & Fees 
For individual student admission, parents are required to present: 
 Application and registration fee (non-refundable) 
 Copy of child’s birth certificate 
 Immunization records 
 Completed mandated health form 
 Signed parent/guardian agreement 
 Contact list and emergency contact 
 Prior school records/transcripts (including report cards, complete discipline records, etc.) 
 Before/After School Care Form (if applicable) 
 

MCA FEES 
Tuition 
Tuition may be paid in full, quarterly, or in ten monthly installments (August 1st – May 1st). A 
minimum of the first monthly payment is due no later than the first day of school. 
 
Fees 
Registration, books, and tech (computer) fees are required in full prior to the student’s first 
day. These fees are needed to ensure that student has all books and laptop for use while a 
student at MCA. 
 
Late Fees and Financial Issues 
A $50 late fee will be added to overdue statements on the 15th of each month. If parents 
encounter financial difficulties, MCA asks that parents communicate with the office. 
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MCA PARENT ASSOCIATION (MCAPA) 
All parents of MCA students are members of the MCA Parents Association (MCAPA). The 
MCAPA exists to enrich school life through parental participation and develop fund raising 
opportunities.  
 
Purpose of Parents’ Association 
The purpose of the Parents’ Association is to represent the volunteer leadership of fundraisers 
and special events for the improvement and progress of the school. 
 
MCAPA Leadership 
The MCAPA is headed by a Representative, Secretary and Treasurer. There are regular 
monthly/bi-monthly meetings and regular email communication to MCAPA. 
 
We welcome and value every parent’s involvement and contributions. Thank you for sharing 
your interests, your talents and your time with us. We value all of this and you greatly! 
 

OFFICE REQUIREMENTS 
BACKGROUND CHECKS 
All individuals, including parents with a desire to participate in volunteering or visiting with 
students in activities such as chapel, lunchroom, assisting in classrooms, or attending field trips 
will be required to complete a criminal background check at least 2-3 days in advance. Any 
individuals who have not passed the background check will not be allowed to interact with 
students or attend trips. 
 

VISITORS 
All visitors, including parents, are required to check in and out at the school office upon 
entering (and exiting) the school. Students must be signed in and out by parents upon late 
arrival and early leave. 
 

MEDICATION 
MCA does not currently have a school health professional on staff. If your child as a need for 
prescribed medication during the day, including liquid, pills, inhaler, etc., please send a doctor’s 
note with detailed instructions to the office. Use of over-the-counter (OTC) medicine will 
require parental approval by phone or written permission and detailed instructions.  
 

USE OF CELL PHONES, COMPUTERS, etc. 
MCA cannot ensure the safe keeping of students’ personal technology and will not be held 
responsible for lost or stolen property.  
 
Students are not allowed to use cell phones during the school day. If cell phone is found in their 
possession, it must be turned in to the teacher, who will return the phone to the student at the 
end of the school day.  Any other forms of technology (video games, etc.) will not be allowed to 
be used in the school at all. 
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SCHOOL LAPTOP 

Each MCA student will be issued a computer with a case and power cord. Middle School 
students are responsible for the care and safekeeping of these items. 
 
The primary goal of MCA available technology is to enrich the learning that takes place in and 
out of classrooms. Technology offers opportunities for exploration and analysis of academic 
subjects in ways that traditional instruction cannot replicate. However, certain legal and ethical 
restrictions apply. Also, the limited supply of both hardware and software requires us to set 
priorities for use. Academic work for courses always takes priority over any other use of the 
computer equipment.  
 
The MCA laptops can store, transmit or receiving images and audio, and therefore are banned 
from use for any purpose in locker rooms and restrooms at ALL times. At no time are students 
authorized to video capture, photograph, or audio record others in the school building, on 
school property (to include vehicles), or at school activities (unless recording a public 
performance, such as a game, honor assembly, concert, contest, etc.), without the consent of a 
teacher, coach, or school administrator. Students violating this rule shall be 
subject to reasonable discipline including removal of laptop, to be returned only by approval by 
administration. 
 
Students are given the following responsibilities in caring for and using their laptop: 
 Do not leave laptop unattended, unless it’s locked in a secure place. 
 Keep laptop closed whenever moved from one point to another. 
 Report any problems with laptop to teacher ASAP. 
 Do not alter laptop in any way. 
 Do not add any apps, record pictures, audio, or video without consent of the school. 
 
Any student and parent who receives a laptop to use will be required to sign the MCA Student 
Computer Program Acknowledgement Form at the beginning of the school year. 
 

DISCIPLINE 
At MCA, positive behavior is expected. Negative behavior will not be permitted, as MCA will not 
tolerate when students disrupt the learning environment. If a student misbehaves or fails to 
follow through on expectations clearly set, there will be consequences. If a student misbehaves 
in the classroom, the classroom teacher can choose to redirect the student or resolve the 
situation. The teacher may choose to remove a privilege or invoke a consequence appropriate 
to the offense. Depending on the severity of the offence, the Principal may become involved to 
resolve the situation. Parents will be informed of the behavior and consequence. Depending on 
the severity of the behavior, Principal will arrange a meeting with parent and student involved 
to discuss the issue and consequences further.  
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If the offense merits additional consequences, the student will be notified, and afterschool 
suspension or in-school detention may be used. A fee to return to class may also be charged to 
the family. 
 
MCA Zero-fighting policy: If a child becomes unruly or abusive in any way, it may become 
necessary for an adult to remove the student from the area where the offense is taking place to 
help defuse the situation and protect others. This extreme case can result in immediate 
withdrawal of student after detailed investigation. 
 
MCA “Three Strikes” policy:  

 First offense—student will typically receive at least a verbal warning with consequence, 
 Second offense—student will receive a written warning, 
 Third offense—student may be withdrawn, per Principal’s discretion. 

 
MCA ZERO TOLERANCE BULLY POLICY—Upon investigation, bullying student may be 
immediately withdrawn and/or expelled. 
 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE  
It is very important that students arrive at school on time.  When they are late they can possibly 
miss important information and cause disruption to the class. 
 
TARDINESS 
 
Students 
Students who are not in their assigned rooms in their seats by the official start of school (8:05) 
will be recorded as “TARDY”.   
 
Parents 
When a student arrives tardy, a parent or guardian must bring student to the office and sign 
them in so that the student can receive a notice to give to their Teacher and enter their 
assigned classroom.  This will allow us to keep track of students as we are responsible for their 
whereabouts during school hours. 
 
If a student is late for more than 10 days in a quarter, they will be required to attend a lunch 
detention—which will be in the format of study hall.  If the student is required to attend more 
than one lunch detention, the parent and student will be required to meet with the Principal. 
 
ABSENCES 
The State of Indiana Department of Education requires that students be in full attendance for 
180 days.  They have guidelines and codes that reflect how a students’ absence can be 
designated as Excused or Unexcused. 
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We understand that there are times when students are unable to attend school.  Parents are 
required to give prior notice of a student’s known absence and in the case of an emergency 
(sick, etc.), notify the office as soon as possible.   
 
If a student is sick for longer than 2 days, MCA is asking that the parent provide a Doctor’s note 
upon return.   
 
If it is known that a student will need to stay away from school for an extended period for any 
reason, the students parent must contact the school as soon as possible so that arrangements 
for schoolwork can be made.   
 
Unexcused absences that become “habitual”, will be handled by the Principal. 
 

MCA DRESS CODE 
 

MCA students are expected to dress as students ready to learn and not cause distractions. The 
dress code allows for some individuality, but Christian dress standards must be respected, and a 
clean presence must be maintained always. If a student arrives at the academy inappropriately 
dressed per MCA policy, there will be a discussion with administration and a proper change of 
attire. 
 
Monday through Thursday is MCA School Attire. Friday is Casual Day. In addition to MCA School 
Attire, students are allowed to wear t-shirts and denim (no holes). No tight attire is EVER 
allowed. 
 
Hygiene 
Usually by fourth grade (sometimes earlier), bodies are changing. Please make sure that your 
student is bathing regularly and using deodorant. 
 
BOYS & GIRLS 
 
Pants Khaki/twill material solid color (all colors except white) 

Shorts can only be worn in Spring or Fall when weather is 70 degrees or above and must 
be no higher than 2 inches above the knee. 
 

Shoes Athletic or casual/dress shoes without black soles that scuff flooring are allowed. 
 No open-toe shoes  

Gym class--Athletic or gym shoes MUST be worn. Students will be marked off each day 
they do not have proper attire for gym, and it will reflect on their report card. Students 
may wear their athletic shoes to school on days of gym class. 
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Hoodies can be worn. However, there can be no offensive logo, wording, or print (no skull, 
etc.). Skater brands and similar are discouraged. Hood cannot be worn indoors (if hood is worn 
indoors, student may lose privilege of wearing hoodies). 
 
GIRLS  
 
Shirts & Blouses 
 
Tops must have a collar (except casual Fridays) and loose fitting. Light/Moderate weight 
material must be worn with a second layer. 

NO MIDRIFFS OR SHIRTS THAT SHOW SKIN WHEN ARMS ARE LIFTED. 
Prints and solid colors are acceptable—no offensive logo, print, or wording. 
Sleeves—no sleeveless or cap sleeves. Sleeve should reach at lease near the middle of the 
upper arm. 
Neckline—LOW-CUT TOPS ARE NOT ACCEPTED. 

 
Skirts, Jumpers/Dresses & Shorts 
 
- Solid color (all colors except white), or plaid print.  
- Material such as twill, wool/wool blends, or other medium to heavy weight are allowed. 
- NO DENIM (except on Casual Fridays). 
- Shorts or leggings must always be worn under skirts. 
- No more than two (2) inches above the knee (front and back) when kneeling. 
- Shorts are allowed when weather is expected be above 70 degrees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


